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pillars excavated by the State archaeological-
department contained inscriptions. The main
attraction of this place is the well-maintained Jam
temple of Mahavira. The place is also celebrated
for the temples of Viraoarayana, Somesvara, Vis-
vesvara and Hanuman, and the sculpture on these
temples are remarkable. A noteworthy pheno-
menon of Kolaopak is that, if one stands on the
tank bund which is about 1.6 kilometres from the
village and calls out Dhana Malii, a plaintive voice
responds to the call though there is no hillock or a
rock nearby to treat the response as an echo. This
place is an important pilgrim centre and the Utsavam
held every year attracts a large number of devotees.
Viranarayanaswamy Utsavam and Sri RamaNavami
are the most important festivals, celebrated during
March- April.

YadaglrlpaSIe (Yadagirigutta Taluk) : Yada-
giripalle is situated at a distance of 4.82 kilometres
from the Raigir railway station on the Hyderabad-
Kazipet section of the South Central Railway, 12.87
kilometres from Bhongir and 64.37 kilometres from
Hyderabad. The village is connected with Hyder-
abad and Kazipet by a good road on which buses
ply regularly. There is a hill called Yadagirigutta
in the village on which the famous shrine of Sri
Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy stands. The temple of
SriLakshrai Narasimhaswamy is accessible to the
pilgrims by four routes, There are wide stone
steps to ascend the hill and also a motorable road
to the top from down below. Sri Lakshmi Nara-
simhaswamy Brahmotsavam is celeb, rated for eleven
days from Phalguna Suddha Vidiya to Dwadasi
(February-March) with much grandeur and it is
attended by thousands of devotees from all over
the State. It is one of the most important tourist
centres in the State.

Gundlapalle (^a

Taluk): This village
assumed importance owing to the construction of
a dam across the river Dindi near the village. This
is an ideal spot for excursions.

Mellacheruvu (Kodad Taluk) : This v'llage
has a temple of Sambhulingeswaraswainy built by
the Kakatiya Kings which came to be known as
Dakshina Kasi. A notable feature of the temple
is that on the top of the lingam there is a hole of
about two inches in circumference which is full of
water in all seasons. The Kalyanotsavam of the
deity is celebrated annually during Mahasivaratri
and on this occasion about 10.000 Hindu devotees
from various districts congregate.

Maftapalle (Huzurnagar Taluk) : Mattapalle
village is situated on the bank of the river Krishna
and considered to be very sacred. The temple
which is known as Lakshmi Narasimha Rshetram is
an ancient cave temple and the atmosphere here is
extremely serene and rich in nature. The annual
festival of the deity celebrated during April - May
draws a congregation of about four to five thousand
Hindus.

Nandikoitda (Nidamanur Taluk) : This is a
small village on the bank of the Krishna, about
64.37 kilometres from Miryalaguda. This place
became prominent owing to the construction of the
Nagarjunasagar Project across the river Krishna.
The nearest railhead to Nagarjunasagar is Macherla
about 29 kms. away. There is regular bus service
from Macherla to Nagarjunasagar. Apart from
this, regular bus service is available from Hyder-
abad, Vijayawada, Guntur and other important
towns of the State. The world famous Nagarjuna-
konda, where Buddhist remains were excavated, is
about 8,05 kilometres from here. The most impor-
tant structure discovered was tiie Ikshvaku citadel
with its grand fortification wall, ditch, gates to
army barracks inside and a great rectangular sta-
dium. Tfaisphce was mentioned as Vijayapuri in
an inscription engraved on one of the pillars in the
Buddhist structures. Several Buddhist structures
like monasteries and Pillared halls were unearthed
here and some of the finds are preserved in a
museum of the Central Archaeological Department.

Vadapalle (Miryalaguda Taluk) : The fort at
this place is known for its architectural beauty. It
gives the viewer a glimpse of the glorious historical
past. This fort was built by the famous Kakatiya
King Prataparudra. The two renowned temples at
the place are those of Sri Narasimhaswamy and
Agastheswaraswamy. There are three dipams
before the idol of Narasimhaswamy and the middle
one which is directly below the nose of the deity
twinkles, while the other two remain steady. The
carving of the deity is so skillful that the visitors
get an impression that the twinkling is due to the
respiration of the Lord. The significance of the
temple of Sri Agastheswaraswamy is that there is a
crevice on the top of the Sivalingam and it is always
filled with water. Even if some of the water is
removed, the level reaches again within no time.
On account of these factors, the place has attained
religious importance and is now one of the impor-
tant pilgrim centres in the district.

Vijayapuri North (Nidamanur Taluk) : This
town gained importance due to the construction of